[Reconstruction of the cervical esophagus using cutaneous or musculocutaneous flaps].
Reconstruction of the cervical esophagus using cutaneous or musculocutaneous flaps is described. The delto-pectoral cutaneous flap, latissimus dorsi or pectoris major musculocutaneous flap, free forearm cutaneous flap, and free rectus abdominis musculocutaneous flap are generally used for reconstruction of the cervical esophagus. Although free jejunal transfer with microsurgery is now common for reconstruction of the cervical esophagus, cutaneous or musculocutaneous flaps remain useful in high-risk patients or patients in whom free jejunal transfer or gastrointestinal reconstruction would prove incompetency due to a history of abdominal surgery or other reasons. Cutaneous or musculocutaneous flaps are also used in patients with failure of free jejunal transfer or incurable fistula after reconstruction using the stomach or colon for thoracic esophageal cancer.